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Racing
This section will only include rules pertaining to pari-mutual racing. For
rules on non-pari-mutual racing contact the Racing Department at the APHA
office.

RA-000. Racing Rules and Regulations
A. RECORD KEEPING. The APHA is cognizant of the importance of

keeping accurate records of the performance of American Paint Horses
participating in races recognized by APHA. The APHA has adopted the
format and basic racing regulations of the American Quarter Horse Asso-
ciation, including the current AQHA speed index system for rating hors-
es with certain modifications. However, in all cases the APHA Racing
Rules and Regulations will take precedence.

B. RACING COMMISSIONS. The APHA does not intend for these rules
and regulations to conflict in any way with state laws in regard to rac-
ing. In cases where these rules are in conflict with state laws, if any, the
rules and regulations of the duly authorized racing commission shall
take precedence.

C. RECOGNITION OF RACE RESULTS. APHA will accept race results
that include American Paint Horses in their Races. Only results of races
from tracks under the supervision of the state, provincial or national rac-
ing commission or other recognized turf governing body will be accept-
ed for recognition by APHA.
1. Races will be recognized in which all horses competing are registered

with the American Paint Horse Association.
2. Races will also be recognized in which an American Paint Horse com-

petes with a horse registered with the following breed associations:
Quarter Horses registered with the American Quarter Horse Associ-
ation, Thoroughbreds registered with The American Jockey Club,
The Canadian Jockey Club or The Mexican Jockey Club as well as
horses registered with the Appaloosa Horse Club.

3. A race will not be recognized in which a two-year-old competes
against older horses.

4. The American Paint Horse Association acknowledges that tracks
and/or sponsors from time to time write stakes race conditions that
restrict some horses registered with the APHA from competing.

5. A Race results chart and an official program shall be filed with APHA
following each day’s racing by fax, on-line computer transmission or
express delivery. The race results chart should include all of the nec-
essary information to produce past performance lines. The official
program should include conditions of the races, distances, names of
the horses in each race, post positions, color, sex, age, breeding,
owner, trainer, jockey and weight carried.

6. Unless otherwise specified in the Official APHA Rule Book, the APHA
recognizes and requests adoption by Racing Jurisdictions of the
“Model Rules for Flat Racing” recommended by the North American
Pari-Mutual Regulators Association (NAPRA) and/or the Association
of Racing Commissioners International, Inc. (RCI).

7. A videotape of all stakes races (including restricted) with a purse of
$15,000 or more shall be provided to APHA.

8. An American Paint Horse may not earn a speed index or achieve Reg-
ister of Merit at a distance exceeding 870 yards (795.5m) or around
more than one turn; however, such races will be listed on the par-
ticipating horse’s race record.

9. In cases of questionable times reported from tracks where the per-
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formance records indicate possible error, issuance of Register of Merit
certificates and acceptance of the time and speed index as official is
to be withheld until the race is reviewed by APHA.

10. Any commission or breed registry ruling involving horses registered
by APHA or affecting personnel engaged in American Paint Horse
racing shall be filed with APHA unless the fine is less than $500 or
the suspension is less than 90 days.

11. If the laboratory report on the chemical analysis of the urine or other
specimen taken from a horse indicates the presence of a forbidden
drug or medication and the horse is isqualified, the horse shall re-
ceive no official speed index or racing points for having started in
the race.

D. REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS FOR STAKES RACES. To
establish eligibility to participate in stakes races, all horses foaled on or
after January 1, 2013, must meet the following requirements:
1. Regular Registry Horse - must have at least one APHA Regular Reg-

istry Paint Horse in the 1st generation.
2. Solid Paint-Bred Horse - must have at least one APHA Regular Reg-

istry Paint Horse in the 1st generation and must have at least one
APHA Regular Registry Paint Horse in the 2nd generation.

RA-010. Speed Index and Racing Points
A. SPEED INDEX.

1. The American Paint Horse Association uses the current Speed Index
System developed and adapted from the American Quarter Horse
Association. The APHA also uses the track records recognized by the
AQHA in establishing Speed Index ratings. At a track where the track
records recognized by the AQHA are faster than the Minimum Track
records, that track’s AQHA recognized track record shall be used in
compiling Speed Index ratings. At tracks where the track records rec-
ognized by the AQHA are slower than Minimum Track Records, the
Minimum Track Records shall be used to compile Speed Index rat-
ings.

2. Horses starting at tracks eligible for recognition by the APHA for the
first time, will receive Official Speed Index ratings compiled on the
basis of track records established during the approved races or meet,
or by using the Minimum Track Records, whichever may apply. Rat-
ings obtained at such tracks, however, shall be subject to review and
revision by the APHA Racing Committee.

3. If a horse should be disqualified, he will receive Speed Index and
points based on time awarded him by the stewards.

4. Should a horse carry less than 120 lbs. (54.4311kg) in a race, 1⁄10
of a second will be added to the official time for each four pounds,
or fraction thereof, less than 120 lbs (54.4311kg).

B. RACING PERFORMANCE POINTS. Racing points will be awarded
according to conditions of the race and order of finish for all races rec-
ognized by APHA which will include unofficial and hand-timed races.
1. Starter allowance and optional claiming races are considered in the

same category as claiming races, based on claiming and optional
claiming price.

2. Should a dead heat occur, all horses involved will receive the same
points based on the place for which they dead-heated; all other
horses will receive points based on their actual finish.

3. A disqualified horse will receive points according to its final place-
ment.
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4. Horses participating in match races or races with less than five (5)
horses on the race card will receive no race points.

5. The final decision as to which category a race shall be placed will be
made by APHA’s Racing Department.



Racing Point System
1st 2nd

Graded stakes for $100,000 or more 20 19
Stakes races for $100,000 or more
Restricted graded stakes for $100,000 or more
Restricted stakes races for $100,000 or more

Graded stakes for $50,000-$99,000 19 18
Stakes races for $50,000-$99,000
Restricted graded stakes for $50,000-$99,000
Restricted stakes races $50,000-$99,000

Graded stakes for $25,000-$49,999 16 15
Stakes races for $25,000-$49,999
Restricted graded stakes for $25,000-$49,999
Restricted stakes races $25,000-$49,999

Graded stakes for $10,000-$24,999 14 13
Stakes races for $10,000-$24,999
Restricted graded stakes for $10,000-$24,999
Restricted stakes races $10,000-$24,999

Allowance, Consolation, Claiming Stakes 14 12
or Finals races for $10,000 or more

Allowance, Consolation or Finals $3,500-$9,999 12 10
or Trials for races with purses of $50,000 & up

Allowance, consolation or finals $2,000-$3,499 10 8
or Trials for races with purse of $25,000-$49,999
or claiming price of $7,500 & up with purse of
$2,000 & up

Allowance, Consolation or Finals of $1,000-$1,999 8 6
or Starter Allowance races with no specific claiming price
or Trials for races with purse of $10,000-$24,999
or claiming price of $7,500 & up with purse
of $1,000-$1,999

Allowance, Consolation or Finals of $200-$999 7 5
or Trials for races with purse of $5,000-$9,999 or Claiming
or Claiming Stakes Trials
or claiming price of $7,500 & up with purse of $200-$999
or claiming price of $4,000-$7,499 with purse of $1,000 & up

Trials for races with purse less than $5,000 6 4
or claiming price of $4,000-$7,499 with purse
of $200-$999 or claiming price of $2,500-$3,999
with purse of $1,000 & up

Claiming price of $2,500-$3,999 with purse of 5 3
$200-$999 or claiming price of $1,000-$2,499
with purse of $1,000 & up

Claiming price of $1,000-$2,499 with purse 4 3
of $200-$999

Graded races (speed index, speed index trial, 3 1
speed index final) or
any race with a purse less than $200
or any maiden race
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3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th
18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9

17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8

14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5

12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3

10 8 6 4 2 1

8 6 4 2 1

6 4 2 1

4 3 2 1

4 3 2 1

3 2 1

2 1

1
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RA-020. Enhancement of Penalty Rule
A. Without necessity of referral or recommendation by stewards, to enhance

penalties and sanctions, APHA reserves the right to independently direct
disciplinary action or sanctions against individuals coming under APHA
recognition by their participation in American Paint Horse racing con-
ducted under the provisions of the APHA Official Rule Book and regu-
lated by duly authorized state racing commissions, the results of which
are accepted by APHA, in regard to the following matters:
1. Positive lab results involving classified narcotics or drugs restricted

from administration to horses entered to race;
2. Possession of electrical devices in the course of a recognized race;
3. Racing a ringer for fraudulent purposes; and
4. Multiple offenses for the same ownership. Such procedure will be

conducted according to Rule GR-070. Individuals may be suspended
from membership and horses owned, trained and/or ridden by such
individuals may be suspended from participation privileges in
APHA-approved events.

RA-030. Horse Ownership
A. OWNERSHIP. Horses entered in races shall be entered under the own-

ership of the record owner as shown on the registration certificate.
B. CLAIMING. For information on transferring horses claimed in claim-

ing races (See Rule RG-135. N.)
C. LEASES. Horses racing under lease arrangements will be carried under

the ownership of the lessee, providing the lease has been previously filed
and recorded with APHA.

RA-040. Tattoo Identification Requirements and
Parentage Verification

A. TATTOO IDENTIFICATION. American Paint Horses participating at
tracks, the results of which are recognized by APHA, require tattoo iden-
tification as following: Tattoo Identification: Unless otherwise stipulat-
ed by the responsible turf governing body, every horse registered with
APHA, prior to participating in a race shall be identified and branded
with a tattoo number on the upper lip by an APHA authorized tattoo
technician. Refer to Rule RG-095 for rules pertaining to age determina-
tion by tooth examination and ineligibility to compete, if age shown by
teeth does not correspond with age shown on registration certificate.
The official tattoo identification number shall be affixed on the horse’s
registration certificate, filed with APHA, and become part of the identi-
fying markings of said horse. The fee for tattoo identification by an APHA
authorized tattoo technician is payable at the time of tattoo identification
(see fee schedule in front of rule book).
1. APHA’s tattooing of an identification number on a horse is another man-

ner of identification only, and, in no event constitutes a waiver by APHA
of its privilege to correct and/or cancel a registration certificate for cause
under APHA’s rules and regulations, which is the express condition of
its issuance as noted on the face of the certificate.

B. PARENTAGE VERIFICATION.
1. All horses foaled on or after January 1, 2000, shall be parentage ver-

ified through genetic testing by DNA by written analysis from a lab-
oratory approved by the Association and filed with the Association
before their first official start, regardless of the type of race. The
horses’ registration certificate shall be issued or reissued with the ap-
propriate designation, “parentage verified”. All 2003 foals and there-
after must be parentage verified before they are tattooed.
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2. All parentage verification must be coordinated through the APHA
Field Services Department. Forms listing the appropriate fees are
available through APHA.

3. Any horse which cannot be parentage verified due to the death or for-
eign export of the sire and/or dam, may apply to the APHA Execu-
tive Committee by written application for consideration of a hardship
exemption to required parentage verification.

C. REFUSAL TO COMPLY. Refusal by an owner of sire, dam or foal to
comply with the requirements of genetic testing, parentage verification,
and/or tattoo identification, shall automatically disqualify such horse
from participation in racing at tracks, the results of which are recognized
by APHA, until such time as compliance with said request, and may be
grounds for possible disciplinary action by APHA.

RA-050. Stakes Races
A. A Stakes Race is a race in which stakes of $50 or more are posted by the

owners of the participating horses and is still a stakes race when money or
other prizes are added. In addition, no race with a purse of less than $5,000
will be considered a stakes race. Match races shall not be eligible for stakes
recognition. However, an invitational stakes race or an invitational handi-
cap race for which owners do not contribute to the purse, but which is
advertised in the regular stakes program, shall also be considered a stakes
race, provided it carries a minimum purse of $5,000 or more. Nomina-
tions must close more than forty-eight (48) hours before time for the first
race of the day on which such stakes are to be run..

B. Restricted Stakes Races are those races that restrict entries so as to
exclude horses of the same class that would otherwise be eligible to enter,
such as but not limited to, progeny races, one APHA-registered Paint
parent races, state bred races, state foaled races, entries limited to those
horses sold in a particular sale. The results of these races including
monies earned and speed indexes shall be entered in the horse’s perma-
nent race records.

RA-060. APHA Racing Recognition Program
A. RACING REGISTER OF MERIT. Racing Register of Merit can be

achieved by obtaining a speed index of 80 or higher. A speed index will
only be awarded for approved electric times at recognized distances up to
870 yards (795.5m). Standard distances for qualification of Register of Merit
are 220 (201.17m), 250 (228.6m), 300 (274.3m), 330 (301.8m), 350
(320m), 400 (365.8m), 440 (402.3m) and 550 yards (502.9m); standard
distances for qualification of Register of Merit around one turn are 660
(603.5m), 770 (704m) and 870 yards (795.5m). Should a horse receive
no speed index due to a hand-time caused by the malfunction of the elec-
tric timer; and the time would have resulted in a speed index of 80 or high-
er; and the hand-time is certified by track stewards, the owner of the horse
may appeal to APHA for designation of the horse as a Register of Merit
qualifier. Upon request, a Register of Merit certificate will be furnished to
the recorded owner at time the Register of Merit is earned.

B. RUNNING CHAMPION AWARDS. Running Champion awards will
be awarded annually by written ballot of the APHA Racing Committee.
All APHA annual racing awards will be issued to the owner of record as
of December 31. The following awards will be given: Champion Running
Two-Year-Old, Champion Running Three-Year-Old, Champion Running
Aged Horse (four-year-old and older); Champion Running Two-Year-Old
Filly, Champion Running Two-Year-Old Gelding, Champion Running
Two-Year-Old Colt, Champion Running Three-Year-Old Filly, Champi-



on Running Three-Year-Old Gelding, Champion Running Three-Year-Old
Colt, Champion Running Aged Mare, Champion Running Aged Gelding,
Champion Running Aged Stallion. From the three age divisions, the over-
allWorld Champion Running Paint Horse will be selected. A suitable award
will be presented to each of the three age and sex divisions for the annual
running champion awards. If a horse is named World Champion and
Champion by age, only one award will be awarded with both titles listed.
Race results received after ten (10) days from December 31, will not be
used in selecting the running champions.
1. The annual running champion awards for the Solid Paint-

Bred/Breeding Stock Registry will be determined by the system de-
scribed in Rule RA-060. B.

2. Champion honors will be considered for American Paint Horse Rac-
ing conducted internationally, including Canada, provided there is a
significant race season, which will be determined by the APHA Rac-
ing Committee, and pari-mutual wagering is conducted.

3. A Champion 3-Year-Old & Older Distance Horse will be awarded
annually by written ballot of the APHA Racing Committee. An ap-
propriate award will be issued to the owner of record as of Decem-
ber 31. Horses in both registries, Regular and Solid Paint-Bred will
be combined for this award.

4. A Champion 3-Year-Old & Older Claiming Horse will be awarded
annually by written ballot of the APHA Racing Committee. An ap-
propriate award will be issued to the owner of record as of Decem-
ber 31. Horses in both registries, Regular and Solid Paint-Bred will
be combined for this award.

C. APHA RACING TITLES. The titles of APHA World Champion Run-
ning Paint Horse, APHA Champion Running Paint Two-Year-Old, APHA
Champion Running Paint Three-Year-Old and APHA Champion Run-
ning Aged Paint Horse, APHA National Race Futurity Champion, APHA
National Race Maturity Champion and International or Canadian Cham-
pion, APHA Champion Distance Horse and APHA Champion Claiming
Horse are hereby, from this date and in the future, reserved by the Amer-
ican Paint Horse Association for its express use. The registration certifi-
cate may be revoked permanently by the APHA if the owner thereof
fraudulently advertises, claims, or holds forth that this certain horse is
entitled to the aforementioned titles prior to the title being officially
awarded by the APHA.

D. APHA RACING HONOR ROLL AWARD.
1. The APHA will make annual awards each year to the horse of each

sex earning the most points during one calendar year in racing. The
horse which earns the most points will be called the APHA Honor
Roll Racing Mare, APHA Honor Roll Racing Gelding, or APHA Honor
Roll Racing Stallion. The horse will receive an appropriate award
which will be awarded to the owner of record as of December 31.
Each of the remaining horses, 2nd through 10th, shall receive ap-
propriate certificates which shall be mailed to the owners of record
as of December 31.

2. Solid Paint-Bred/Breeding Stock Horse Honor Roll - method of tab-
ulation same as Rule RA-060. D.1.

3. If a horse advances from the Solid Paint-Bred Registry to the Reg-
ular Registry and has earned points, all points earned prior to the
advancement will transfer with the horse to the new registry. The
horse will then be eligible for any awards to be given in the regu-
lar registry as of December 31.
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E. MINIMUM RACING POINTS. To qualify for Honor Roll awards, the
horse must have earned a minimum of 8 racing points. (See RA-010. B.1.)

F. APHA SUPERIOR RACE HORSE.
1. The title APHA Superior Race Horse will be awarded to any stallion,

mare or gelding which has been issued a registration certificate by the
American Paint Horse Association provided said horse has earned
100 or more points in APHA approved races. The said horse will be
designated as APHA Superior Race Horse. See Rule SC-030.

G. The APHA Racing Recognition applies to all races run after January 1,
2000. For transfer of ownership in claiming races see Rule RG-155.N.

RA-070. Cutter and Chariot Racing
A. Only results of cutter and chariot racing contests conducted under the

direct supervision of a state racing commission and/or the World Cham-
pion Cutter and Chariot Racing Association (WCCCRA) will be accept-
ed for recognition by APHA.

RA-080. APHA’S Statement of Disclaimer of Responsibility
for Safety at Cutter and Chariot Racing Contests

A. APHA will accept cutter and chariot racing contest results as official and
use such results to calculate year-end awards.

B. APHA does not assume or accept duty or responsibility for safety at these
racing contests in regard to participants or any other third parties, or for
the horses or other property thereof, which responsibility, as between
APHA, and track management and WCCCRA, remains solely with track
management and the WCCCRA.

C. Unless otherwise specified in this rulebook, the racing rules of the WCC-
CRA will be utilized for the governance of cutter and chariot racing rec-
ognized by APHA.

D. A cutter and chariot racing contest shall consist of a series of races con-
stituting one complete go-round for all horses entered, each of which
races shall match two or more two-horse teams pulling a cutter and driv-
er or a chariot and driver. For a contest to be recognized, twelve teams
of registered horses (24 horses) must compete.

E. All American Paint Horses participating in cutter and chariot races must
be properly identified.

F. Cutter and chariot racing is a timed event, with placings determined on
the basis of time lapsed for each team in the contest. The winning team
in each contest will be the team with the least lapsed time, between the
time the starting gate opens to dispatch the horses until the nose of the
leading horse on such team crosses the finish line.

G. Any horse finishing first, and any horse randomly selected by the stew-
ards in a cutter and chariot racing contest shall be properly tested for the
presence of unauthorized drugs or foreign substances.

H. Officials of a cutter and chariot racing contest shall consist of a presid-
ing steward and two associate stewards, a starter, a clerk of the scales
and three timers. In the event an electric timer is used, there must still
be two hand-timers. The time for any given team will be the time elec-
tronically recorded for that team, or the average of the hand timers in the
event the electric timer is not used or fails to operate.

I. To be eligible for placing, the aggregate weight of the cutter or chariot,
harnesses, bridles and driver for such team must not be less than 275
pounds.

J. A cutter and chariot race must be started from a closed starting gate and
conducted on a straight course.

K. During the course of a cutter and chariot race, if a team moves out of the



lane in which it starts in such a manner that it interferes with or impedes
another team, the offending team shall be disqualified when, in the opin-
ion of the stewards, the outcome of the contest was affected. Any such
team disqualified shall be placed behind the team or teams it fouled,
and shall be given the time of the team it was placed behind, plus .01
second, or the maximum accuracy of the timer not to exceed .001 sec-
ond.

L. Register of Merit shall be awarded according to rule RA-060.A and offi-
cial speed indexes shall be awarded according to rule RA-010.A.1.

M. High-Point Champions will be awarded at the end of the cutter and char-
iot racing season in the following categories: three-year-old colt; three-
year-old filly; three-year-old gelding; aged stallion; aged mare; aged
gelding. An appropriate award will be given to the horse’s recorded
owner as of April 1st of each year.

N. Superior Chariot Horse will be awarded to any American Paint Horse
which earns 200 chariot points.

O. Chariot racing points will be awarded according to the point distribution
for WCCCRA races adapted from the American Quarter Horse Associa-
tion. The AQHA point distribution chart is listed below.

World Championship
Chariot Racing Finals 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

1st Division 16 10 5
2nd Division 12 6 3
3rd Division 10 5 3
4th Division 8 4 2
5th Division 6 3 2

World Championship
Qualifying Races* 1st Division 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Two team race 10
Three team race 10 5
Four team race 10 6 4

World Championship Qualifying Races*
2nd Division 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Two team race 8
Three team race 8 4
Four team race 8 5 3

World Championship Qualifying Races*
3rd Division State Finals – 1st Division 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Two team race 7
Three team race 7 3
Four team race 7 4 2

World Championship Qualifying Races*
4th Division State Finals – 2nd Division 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Two team race 6
Three team race 6 3
Four team race 6 4 2

World Championship Qualifying Races*—
5th Division State Finals – 3rd Division 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Two team race 5
Three team race 5 2
Four team race 5 3 2

State Finals 4th through 12th Division 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Two team race 4
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Racing Chart Books
Soft cover, lists horses and races by year, describes race and conditions,
placings, speed index of each horse, each race. Cost of $20 for each book includes
postage. Check Choice.
�� 1966-74 �� 1975-76 �� 1977-78 �� 1979-80 �� 1981 
�� 1982 �� 1983 �� 1984 �� 1985 �� 1986
�� 1987 �� 1988 �� 1989 �� 1990 �� 1991
�� 1992 �� 1993 �� 1994 �� 1995 �� 1996
�� 1997 �� 1998 �� 1999 �� 2000 �� 2001
�� 2002 �� 2003 �� 2004 �� 2005 �� 2006
�� 2007 ��  2008 ��  2009 ��  2010 ��  2011
Complete set for $700
Return this form by mail to: American Paint Horse Association, Attn. Racing, 
P.O. Box 961023, Fort Worth, Texas  76161-0023 

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Street: ____________________________________City:______________________

State or Prov.: ____________________ Zip or Post. Code: __________________
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Three team race 4 2
Four team race 4 3 2

Home Association Races 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place

Two team race 3
Three team race 3 1
Four team race 3 2 1

*First four days of World Championships
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